
A Hawthorn Group
2026 Political Update for 

April 21, 2026
155 Days Until the 2026 Election



2026 Elections

• U.S. Senate – 35
• U.S. House – 435
• Governors – 36
• “Down Ballot” Races – 300

• Lieutenant Governors – 31
• Attorneys General – 30
• Secretaries of State – 26
• Public Utility Commissioners -- 15

• State Legislators – 6,122
• State Senators – 1,162
• State Representatives – 4,960

• Ballot Issues – 93 (to date)
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Elected Public Service Commissions
in 2026, x MS, 15 seats up in 9 states
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2026 Status Quo

• U.S. Senate –53-47
• 11 Open Seats

• U.S. House – 218*-214 (3 vacancies)
• 58 Open Seats

• Governors – 26-24
• State Legislatures  

• State Senates – 29-20-1
• State Houses – 27-18-2

4



Current State Government Trifectas
(One-Party Control of Governorship and Legislature)

Democrats: 16 

Republicans: 23
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Ballotpedia’s 2026 exposed state trifectas

Exposed Republican trifecta

Somewhat exposed trifecta

Exposed Democrat trifecta
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Ballotpedia’s 2026 potential new trifectas

Possible Republican trifecta

Possible either party trifecta

Possible Democrat trifecta
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2024 Presidential Election Results by County
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Democrats: 18 

Republicans: 24

Purple: 8



Trump Average Job Approval Second Term
Disapprove 56.2%

Approve 41.5%

April 16, 2026
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Generic Congressional Ballot

Democrat 47.5%

Republican 41.9%

April 16, 2026
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2026 US Senate Races (35 seats)

Incumbent Retiring 
Democrat: 4 seats

Incumbent Retiring 
Republican: 7 seats

Incumbent 
Republican: 15 seats

Incumbent 
Democrat: 9 seats

To date 11 
Senators have 
announced plans 
leave the Senate.
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Senate Races – Cook Report Predictions

THE COOK POLITICAL REPORT

Breakdown of 2026 Senate races

AL – OPEN
AR – Cotton
FL – Moody
ID – Risch

KS – Marshall
KY – OPEN

LA -- Cassidy
MS – Hyde-Smith

MT – OPEN
NE – Ricketts

OK – OPEN
SC – Graham
SD – Rounds
TN – Hagerty
WV – Capito
WY – OPEN

GA – Ossoff
ME – Collins
MI – OPEN
NC – OPEN

CO – Hickenlooper
DE – Coons
IL – Durbin 

MA – Markey
NJ – Booker
NM – Luján

OR – Merkley
RI -- Reed

VA – Warner

AK – Sullivan
OH – Husted

NH – OPENMN – OPEN IA – OPEN
TX – Cornyn
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Senate Races – Cook Report Predictions

THE COOK POLITICAL REPORT

Breakdown of 2026 Senate races

AL – OPEN
AR – Cotton
FL – Moody
ID – Risch

KS – Marshall
KY – OPEN

LA -- Cassidy
MS – Hyde-Smith

MT – OPEN
NE – Ricketts

OK – OPEN
SC – Graham
SD – Rounds
TN – Hagerty
WV – Capito
WY – OPEN

GA – Ossoff
ME – Collins
MI – OPEN
NC – OPEN

CO – Hickenlooper
DE – Coons
IL – Durbin 

MA – Markey
NJ – Booker
NM – Luján

OR – Merkley
RI -- Reed

VA – Warner

AK – Sullivan
OH – Husted

NH – OPENMN – OPEN IA – OPEN
TX – Cornyn
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Senate Races – Cook Report Predictions

THE COOK POLITICAL REPORT

Breakdown of 2026 Senate races

AL – OPEN
AR – Cotton
FL – Moody
ID – Risch

KS – Marshall
KY – OPEN

LA -- Cassidy
MS – Hyde-Smith

MT – OPEN
OK – OPEN

SC – Graham
SD – Rounds
TN – Hagerty
WV – Capito
WY – OPEN

ME – Collins
MI – OPEN

OH – Husted

CO – Hickenlooper
DE – Coons
IL – Durbin 

MA – Markey
NJ – Booker
NM – Luján

OR – Merkley
RI -- Reed

VA – Warner

AK – SullivanGA – Ossoff
NC – OPEN 
NH – OPEN

MN – OPEN IA – OPEN
NE -- Ricketts
TX – Cornyn
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Senate Races – Cook Report Predictions

THE COOK POLITICAL REPORT

Breakdown of 2026 Senate races

AL – OPEN
AR – Cotton
FL – Moody
ID – Risch

KS – Marshall
KY – OPEN

LA -- Cassidy
MS – Hyde-Smith

MT – OPEN
OK – OPEN

SC – Graham
SD – Rounds
TN – Hagerty
WV – Capito
WY – OPEN

ME – Collins
MI – OPEN

OH – Husted

CO – Hickenlooper
DE – Coons
IL – Durbin 

MA – Markey
NJ – Booker
NM – Luján

OR – Merkley
RI -- Reed

VA – Warner

AK – SullivanGA – Ossoff
NC – OPEN 
NH – OPEN

MN – OPEN IA – OPEN
NE -- Ricketts
TX – Cornyn
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Hawthorn 4/21 Senate Predictions

Absent a “Blue Wave,” 
which COULD happen,

it will be hard for Democrats to gain control of the 
Senate:

To do so Dems need to “Run the Table”
-- Holding Georgia, Michigan, 

and New Hampshire
and Winning Maine, North Carolina, Ohio, 

AND Alaska OR Iowa OR Texas --  
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2026 US House Races

To date 59 House 
members have 
announced plans to 
leave the House.
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2026 House Races – Cook Report Predictions
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New York Times Redistricting (Prop 50 effect)
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As of April 14, 2026

April 21, 2026



Generic Congressional Ballot

Democrat 47.5%

Republican 41.9%

April 16, 2026
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+5.6%



Hawthorn 4/21 House Predictions

Democrats SHOULD Gain Control, 

at least 15 – 25 seats, 

(historic mid-term WH loss is 26 seats)

the RealClearPolitics average is +5.4,

and Dems have been out-performing historic 

margins in every special election since 2024.
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2026 Governors Races

Term-limited or retiring 
Democrat: 8 seats

Term-limited or retiring 
Republican: 10 seats

Incumbent 
Republican: 8 seats

Incumbent 
Democrat: 10 seats

2027 Gubernatorial 
Elections
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Gubernatorial Races – Cook Report Predictions

THE COOK POLITICAL REPORT

Breakdown of 2025/2026 Gubernatorial races

AK – OPEN
AL – OPEN

AR – Sanders
FL – OPEN
ID – Little

NE – Pillen
OK – OPEN
SC – OPEN

SD – Rhoden
TN – OPEN
TX – Abbott
VT – Scott

WY -- OPEN

AZ – Hobbs
GA – OPEN
IA -- OPEN
MI – OPEN

NV -- Lombardo
WI – OPEN

CA – OPEN
CO – OPEN

CT – Lamont
HI – Green

IL – Pritzker
MA – Healey
MD – Moore
MN – OPEN
NY -- Hochul
OR – Kotek

PA – Shapiro
RI -- McKee

NH -- AyotteME – OPEN
NM – OPEN

KS – OPEN
OH -- OPEN
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Gubernatorial Races – Cook Report Predictions

THE COOK POLITICAL REPORT

Breakdown of 2025/2026 Gubernatorial races

AK – OPEN
AL – OPEN

AR – Sanders
FL – OPEN
ID – Little

NE – Pillen
OK – OPEN
SC – OPEN

SD – Rhoden
TN – OPEN
TX – Abbott
VT – Scott

WY -- OPEN

AZ – Hobbs
GA – OPEN
IA -- OPEN
MI – OPEN

NV -- Lombardo
WI – OPEN

CA – OPEN
CO – OPEN

CT – Lamont
HI – Green

IL – Pritzker
MA – Healey
MD – Moore
MN – OPEN
NY -- Hochul
OR – Kotek

PA – Shapiro
RI -- McKee

NH -- AyotteME – OPEN
NM – OPEN

KS – OPEN
OH -- OPEN

27

?







2026 Ballot Initiatives
As of April 21, 2026, 93 statewide ballot measures were 
certified for the ballot in 35 states for elections in 2026.

Major Issues

• Abortion and Gender Issues
• Confirmed: MO, NV

• Discussed: ID, MT, NE, OR, VA

• Ballot Initiative Rules
• MO, ND, KS, MI

• Idaho State Gun
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Emerging in 2026

AI/Data Centers

AI-Generated Advertising



AI/Data Centers

From Maine to California

emerging public, political, 

and policy opposition



AI-Generated Advertising



Cornyn Dancing with Crockett

34





36



A Hawthorn Group
2026 Political Update for 

April 21, 2026
155 Days Until the 2026 Election

37



2016 Presidential Results
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Clinton: 20 States 
+DC;  227 EV

65,853,514 

(48.2%) +2.1%
Trump: 30 States; 

304 EV

62,984,828 
(46.1%)
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2020 Presidential Results
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Trump: 25 States; 

232 EV

74,223,975 
(46.9%)
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2024 Presidential Results
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312 EV

77,302,580 
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+DC;  226 EV

75,017,613 (48.3%) 
+4.4%
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2026 Attorneys General Races

Term-limited or retiring 
Democrat: 4 seats

Term-limited or retiring 
Republican: 7 seats

Incumbent 
Republican: 7 seats

Incumbent 
Democrat: 12 seats+DC

2027 AG Elections
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2026 State Senate Races

Democrat Controlled 
Chamber: 17 States

Republican Controlled 
Chamber: 24 States

Non-Partisan 
Chamber: 1 State

Coalition Controlled 
Chamber: 1 State

2027 State Senate Elections
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2026 State House Races

Democrat Controlled 
Chamber: 16 States

Republican Controlled 
Chamber: 27 States

Split-Control 
Chamber: 1 State

Coalition Controlled 
Chamber: 1 State

2027 State House Elections
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